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Henan Archaeology and
Heritage Sites Tour
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Meeting with Mr. Liu Hai Wang (HPICRA) Eiif5i & B /EGHT S @& m

Our Henan Archaeology and Heritage Sites Tour (23-30 April,
2017) was an incredible, memorable experience! We would
like to especially thank the incredible assistance of Henan
Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology
(HPICRA) for making the tour possible and letting the
participants have a unique opportunity to experience history
and archaeology in person. Different from the general
sightseeing tours, our focus was to provide meaningful
context and unique learning opportunities by visiting several

key archaeological sites that are not otherwise open to the

public. As a result, participants could have a better

. i o appreciation of the archaeological efforts currently underway
Excavation of horse chariots at an archaeological site near

Zhengzhou. SR {FERIN IEAE 24 (195 BB B bl in China, and to see Chinese history from a different angle.



The feelings and historical meaning embedded in heritage are
not easily expressed through words alone. It is better to visit
and experience firsthand the tactile remnants of history and

the change of dynasties. With the incredible support of the

HPCIRA, we were able to visit Luoyang, Kaifeng, Anyang and
Zhengzhou, the major ancient capitals in China. We had the
} most worthwhile of experiences in Henan, the cradle of

Chinese civilization. We look forward to organizing more

4 ’ heritage tours in the future to share the wonders of history!
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MEET OUR INTERNS!

CCSC’s Summer Interns share

with us their views on Intangible
Cultural Heritage
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Hainan Provincial Level List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
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Oral epic “Tun De Pou” in Folk Literature

Hlai language of the Li (Oral Literature) Ethnology, Department of culture

nationality (Song of the radio television publication and

Ancestors) sports of Sanya
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Qicai diao hua Department of culture radio

(Seven-colour mezzo- television publication and sports of

relievo) Chengmai County
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Danzhou diaosheng (toning) = Traditional Music Department of culture radio
television publication and sports of
Danzhou
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Folk singer Wong Fou Da’s Department of culture radio

folk song of the Li television publication and sports of

nationality Qiongzhong Li and Miao

Autonomous County
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Department of culture radio

television publication and sports of

Sanya, Yazhou Folk Music

Association
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Department of culture radio

HE LA B TAE A provincial list translated by our interns.
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Traditional Arts
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Yazhou folk song Traditional Music
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Chongmi dance (Rice Traditional Music

My thoughts on the representative
inheritors of Chinese Intangible
Cultural Heritage

In the few weeks of working here thus far, | have
gained a deeper understanding of Chinese Intangible
Cultural Heritage (ICH). With each national list of ICH
items, a list of representative inheritors of ICH is also
created. The inheritors are those with the most
professional skills related to a specific ICH item. They are
key in helping to sustain ICH, and to promote and sure that
the ICH items will not disappear over time. As the
representative inheritors selected by the government, they
may gain social recognition and have a clearer aim in taking
on a role to sustain the development of the heritages.

In my opinion, | agree that representative inheritors
are important to the preservation and development of ICH.
However, how these inheritors are selected may leave
some room for debate. Some says that the final decision in
the selection process may be based on the personal
preferences of those with the power of decision, whereas
some say that there may be potential inheritors who might
be neglected if the selection is based on seniority. These
factors may affect the fairness and acceptance of the
representative inheritors announced by government and
may impact the preservation and inheritance of ICH. In
addition, it may be more appropriate in some situations to
consider the representative inheritors as a group or
community, instead of individuals. When | was collecting
information on the Grand Ceremony of Worship of
Confucius, for example, | discovered that there is only one
representative inheritor for this item. However, the
ceremony itself involves many people. Therefore, | think
that this kind of ICH should have more than one inheritor.
It is true that too many inheritors may raise questions
regarding the quality of the inheritors, but at the same
time there is more than only a few professionals who have
comprehensive understanding and skills for each cultural
practice or art. More inheritors being approved by the
government may better help to preserve and promote
cultural heritage.

Apart from this, | found that most of the
representative inheritors in China are elderly. | understand
that people with an elderly age will have u

more years worth of training and
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professional skills and techniques. However, this situation

may not be favorable for sustainable development. If the

young talents or professionals of ICH can be approved by

the government, they would gain more needed support
and social recognition. In long term, this may bring a great

benefit to the preservation of cultural heritage.

By Vanessa Yu
Year 3 student from Cultural Management Program
The Chinese University of Hong Kong




and convenience, which hinder students to learn with their hearts, are poisons to the learning and inheritance of ICH. Hence it
is hard to attract the interest of local students to be concerned about ICH in Hong Kong.

Under the current educational systems, students are trained to think but not to feel. They are not willing to work to
become inheritors of ICH in such a commercial city. In contrast with Japan, the inheritors of ICH are respectfully named “Living
National Treasures”. A subsidy of 2 million Japanese Yen (approx. 140,000 HKD) and tax allowance are given to them for basic
living needs, innovation and teaching. An assured income as well as social status can increase the number of apprentices and
talents to compete in the market. The Hong Kong government, in an economic view, hopes to commercialize but not
subsidize, or just encourages volunteers to conserve ICH. Regrettably educated as spectators in the cultural heritage system,
most Hong Kong people will not voluntarily involve themselves in ICH conservation.

The Hong Kong government has an undeniable responsibility to save its heritage, which is an identity of a city.
Fortunately, under the trend of cultural conservation and localism, the new generation is more concerned about topics of ICH

or are even more willing to help in conservation efforts without profit. The socialization of new media is effective in some

ways but is not enough to encourage new inheritors. Much of the future outcome of conservation efforts will depend on how

the government modifies the current direction of education, to provide vocational schools such as ICH institutes to provide a

new gateway for young people and the ICH in Hong Kong as well.
By Jarvis Yiu
Year 3 student from Cultural Management Program
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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